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If  you've  started  your  Christmas  shopping —  and  let's  hope^you  have — you 
know  that  something's  happened  to  that  famous  toy  shop  up  at  th 
Santa  and  his  faithful  wife  can't  get  around  the  hard  facts  of  war,  and  their 
toy-making  has  suffered  from  the  shortages  of  materials  and  labor.     So  this  year 
the  stores  don't  have  their  usual  huge  assortment  of  bright  toys  for  you  to  buy 
and  put  under  the  Christmas  tree. 

But  war  needn't  put  a  crimp  in  Santa's  style.,  if  youfll  just  step  in  and 
help  the  jolly  old  saint  fill  his  bag  with  toys.    You  can  provide  the  labor  your- 
self.   Materials? —  scraps  of  vood  and  cloth  for  example,     "'/hat  to  make? — Well, 
from  past  experience  you  know  that  children  don't  always  like  the  most  expensive, 
and  complicated,  toys  they  find  under  the  tree.     The  toys  that  captivate  their 
attention  and  affection  a.re  simple,  bright-colored  playthings...   the  ones  tha,t 
give  scope  to  their  instincts  for  being  active...  or  toys  that  help  them  imitate 
the  grown-ups  in  the  family. 

Such  toys  a,re  easy  to  make  at  home  if  you're  even  a  little  bit  "handy"  with 
tools  or  needle  and  thread,  ajid  they  cost  almost  nothing,  because  you  make  them 
of  .waste materials.    Many  families  make  their  Chistmas  toys  at  home...  not 
only  because  it's  less  expensive,  but  because  the  adults  of  the  family  enjoy  the 
Christmas  fun  of  helping  Santa. 

Extension  workers  of  the  various  States  and  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture say  that  it  takes  little  effort  for  families  to  design  and  make  attractive 
playthings  out  of  waste  materials.    But  before  we  go  any  farther,  let's  be  sure 


what  "waste  materials"  are.    Last  year  we  might  have  put  orange  crates,  pasteboard 
boxes,  slid,  tin  cans  in  the  class  of  "waste  materials"...  hut  not  any  more.  With 
war  conditions,  we  need  to  conserve  every  hit  of  usable  material.     Tin  cans  are 
needed  for  salvage —  turn  them  in.    And  there's  a  scarcity  of  cyates,  boxes,  and 
shipping  cases,  so  don't  use  any  of  these  to  make  toys.    Eoturn  them  to  your  dealer 
...  he'll  soe  that  they're  shipped  back  to  producing  areas  to  be  used  over  again. 

But  even  so,  you'll  probably  find  plenty  of  materials  around  the  house  for 
your  Christmas  toys.    Saw  up  leftover  ends  of  two-by-fours  or  other  building 
lumber  into  rectangles,  and  sand  them  smooth,  for  building  blocks  of  various  sizes. 
A  toy  to  delight  a  youngster  is  a  little  wagon  made  of  scrap  lumber,  with  spools 
or  piecec  of  broomhandle  for  wheels.  « 

A  spool  board  interests  children  of  many  ages.    .You  need  only  a  flat  boards, 
some  old  spools,  and  several  meat  skewers  or  pieces  of  circular  dowel  rod,  to 
make  a  spool  board,    Made  the  pegs  by  glueing  the  skewers  or  dowels  into  holes 

y 

in  the  board.  Then  slip  the  spools  over  these  pegs.  This  toy  doesn't  need  to  be  \ 
painted  for  a  very  young  child,  but  an  older  child  enjoys  it  more  if  the  pegs  and  ^ 
spools  vary  in  color,  so  he  can  match  them  up. 

Other  wooden  gifts  that  are  easy  to  make  are  doll  furniture,  and  toy  trains, 
boats,  and  cars.    Remember,  these  toys  don!t  have  to  be  elaborate.  Children 
aren't  critical,  a,s  long  as  they  can  use  a  toy  and  enjoy  the  activity  it  affords. 

A  youngster  at  the  hobby  horse  age  will  enjoy  a  stick  horse  that  you  make  by 
putting  a  fabric  head  on  a  length  of  broom  stick.    For  the  head,  stuff  a  sock... 
decorate  it  to  look  like  the  face  of  a  horse,  with  button  eyes  and  stuffed  glove- 
fingers  for  ears. . .  and  make  a  bridle  and  lines  from  shoestrings  or  an  old  belt. 

Another  toy  to  make  from  an  old  broom  stick  is  a  ring  toss  game.  Fasten 
sections  of  "broomhandle  upright  on  a  wooden  base,  and  splice  pieces  of  old  rope 
to  make  the  rings.     If  this  ring  toss  game  is  for  young  children,  make  the  rings 
about  six  to  eight  inches  in  diameter.    For  older  children  the  rings  can  be 
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smaller. 

Little  children  who  can't  reach  the  washbowl  need  a  "box  or  a  couple  of  steps 
to  stand  on.    This  is  a  doubly  useful  gift —  it  teaches  the  child  good  habits  of 
self-help,  and  at  the  same  time  he  gets  much  pleasure  out  of  climbing  up  and 
down  on  his  new  possession. 

You're  probably  wondering  about  painting  the  toys  you  make.    For  the  chil- 
dren's safety  use  paints  containing  no  lead.    Read  the  ingredients  on  the  label 
and  avoid  the  paint  if  lead  is  in  the  mixture.     It's  true  many  paints  are  hard  to 
get,  especially  red,  orange  and  green.    But  there  are  still  a  good  many  fast- 
drying  enamels  and  lacquers  on  the  market,  so  you  can  probably  find  plenty  of 
bright  colors  for  your  Christmas  creations.    For  extra  decoration  you  may  like 
to  use  transfer  designs  or  "decals." 

So  much  for  wooden  toys.    Another  good  source  of  Christmas  toys  is  your 
piece-bag,  with  its  odds  and  ends  of  cloth.    Get  a  good  pattern  and  make  a 
handsome  stuffed  doll  for  Sister's  stocking  Christmas  morning.    And  make  a  ward- 
robe of  doll  clothes,  too.    Stuffed  animals  are  attractive  toys —  you  can  get 
patterns  for  these.    Cloth  toys  get  dirty  quickly,  so  make  them  of  muslin,  and 
then  "slipcover"  them  with  a  washable  outside  cover. 

How  one  last  suggestion:    Older  children  enjoy  picture  puzzles,  and  they're 
easy  to  make.    Paste  colorful  pictures,  maps,  and  picture  postcards  on  stiff 
backing,  cut  them  into  odd  shapes,  and  put  each  puzzle  in  a  separate  envelope. 

These  are  only  a  few  ideas  for  Christmas  toys  you  can  make.    You'll  probably 
think  of  many  others  yourself.    And  when  you  get  to  making  them,  you'll.'&is<ttwer 
what  a  lot  of  fun  it  is,  helping  to  fill  Santa's  toy  bag. 


